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.Mark Yashaey, in Aleph, Inkjet print
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Gustave Courbet
The Painter’s Studio: A real
allegory summing up seven
years of my artistic and
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.Mark Yashaey, in Aleph, Inkjet print
Detail (Adam and Eve Altarpiece (or the
Adoration of the Mystic Lamb, 15th-
century altarpiece in St Bavo's Cathedral,
Ghent, Belgium. Hubert and Jan van
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Mark Yahsahev Aleph 2018.-Inkjet print 150x205cm

ALEPH / Mark Yashaev

It is immediately evident that “Aleph” is an excellent exhibition — even before analyzing Yashaev’s narrative,
which is more complex than usually seen in contemporary Israeli art. The photographed segments of reality and
.illusion document and invent an artist’s studio, one of art history’s frequent themes

The studio as an image is perceived not only as the workshop where art is created, but as the artist’s city of refuge,
.a place in which the influences of the outer world are processed, subject to its own laws

In the studio, Yashaev constructs installations composed of objects and photographs he hangs on flats like stage
sets. In most of the works, visible electric wires and ropes seem to bind sections together in illogical connections,
as the exposed veins of a concealed circulatory system. Yashaev photographs the installations then flattens them

out into a collage of battling spaces rich in art historical references, chief among them Adam and Eve from the
Ghent altarpiece attributed to Hubert and Jan van Eyck (1420-1430). It seems that the space Yashaev
photographs is a direct continuation of the gallery, separated from it only with glass and a frame. Thus he
”.approaches the theatrical to enter the longstanding discussion of the place of the “fourth wall
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It is interesting to think about the photographs in reference to Courbet’s The Painter’s Studio: A real allegory
summing up seven years of my artistic and moral life (1855). Yashaev seems to be corresponding with
Courbet’s .large-scale enigmatic painting, as the latter defined it

The video work Fictions (2018) is installed in the basement, challenging the division into real and imagined areas
existing in the space of art. In the video we see a woman descending the same stairs viewers use to descend into
the basement; she stands still, looking out, then disappears, or sometimes somersaults as if the laws of gravity
.applying to her in the same space differ from the natural laws affecting viewers

Braverman Gallery, Hasharon 12, Tel Aviv
Curator: Adi Gura
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