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 “It is generally assumed that the Blue Noses Group is an archetypal Russian 
phenomenon, ascending to the traditions of ecstatic crankeries of God’s fools, 
Orthodox monks and Siberian shamans. On the other hand, the Blue Noses can be 
viewed in context of European atheistic “black humour” tradition, which aims at the 
deconstruction of cultural, sacral and moral standards, which facilitate the control over 
society and the suppression of individuality. The “documented” pranks of the Blue 
Noses Group are hanging between everyday and artistic phenomena, looking like a 
semi-professional, semi-amateur activity, in which the intentional fiasco is 
indistinguishable from dilettante lapse” (A.Erofeev, the State Tretyakov Gallery).  
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The project “Little Men” presented at ARCO’06 was previously shown within the 
“Always A Little Further” programme at the 51 Venice Biennale (2005), 1

st
 Moscow 

Biennale of Contemporary Art (2005) and will be represented at the “Russia!” at 
Guggenheim Museum (Bilbao, 2006). The project shows the diverse life of the small 
characters in the cardboard boxes, - in the manner resembling at once the pets’ corner 
and bringing to mind the television “reality show” strategies 


